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A community relations program



TRASH FOR CASH

Fundraising With Garage & Yard Sales
Everyone has items lying around the house that gather dust. Ask your co-workers, friends and neighbours to give you these items for a garage sale that will raise funds for charity. You will be surprised how much support you get once you start asking.

First Step

Recruit help from your branch. You will need people willing to gather items, price, set-up, sell and take down. 
Second Step

Along with your helpers, set a calendar:

· Date of the event

· Rain date

· Drop off times (“We will be accepting donations May 4 – 7 between 11:00 and 7:00 at the office.)

· Deadlines i.e. the ad must be put in the local paper no later than one week before the event. Be sure to mention that the money raised will go to charity!

Third Step

Get the word out.  Send in a notice to your local radio station giving them the details of your garage sale.  Ask you local paper to advertise free because all of the proceeds go to Cancer. 

Recruit items from your friends and co-workers. It will save them a trip to the local Salvation Army and the hassle of organizing their own garage sale.  Make sure that you give people a months notice, and that you have a place to store items that are dropped off.

Don’t forget to call your local goodwill shop and see if they will pick up items that are left. If you have to drop them off, make sure you have the correct store hours.

Fourth Step

Get your supplies:

· Signs – Some simple cardboard signs to put up within a blocks radius.  Don’t forget the power of smaller signs, post them at your grocery store, library, mailbox and local businesses. 

· A large banner or sign of some sort for the location of your garage sale announcing that all your proceeds go to Cancer. 

· A table to display the items for sale

· Grocery bags for people to take items home in

· Change

· A comfortable lawn chair, supply of cold drinks and sunscreen for you and your volunteers. 

· A donation jar

Ask local suppliers if they would be willing to provide beverages or other items for you to sell in exchange for free advertising. 

Fifth Step

Get organized. The better your garage sale looks the more people you will attract. Group items. Clothing, household items, decorative do-dads, appliances etc. 

Save yourself some time by sub-grouping items by value so that you don’t have to price each one individually. Put all the items worth $5.00 in close proximity and then use one sign to state the price.  

You can also have one table that has “grab bags.” Group items like kitchen utensils, candles, and Tupperware, etc.

Play some music to add to the atmosphere.

Sixth Step

Have fun. A garage sale is a lot of work, but you are doing it to save a life or support the family of someone with cancer. Make sure your volunteers remember why they are doing it, and let the purchasers know what they are accomplishing by purchasing an item.  
